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(57) ABSTRACT

Embodiments of the present application provide a method
and an apparatus for controlling cell reselection, which relate
to the field of communication terminal technologies. The
method includes: when the signal strength of a current serv-
ing cell of a terminal is lower than a set value and the duration
of which exceeds a first time period, acquiring signal
strengths of the current serving cell and a neighboring cell
within a second time period; determining signal stability of
the current serving cell according to the signal strength of'the
current serving cell, and determining signal stability of the
neighboring cell according to a signal strength of the neigh-
boring cell; and keep the current serving cell when the signal
stability of the neighboring cell is not better than the signal
stability of the current serving cell. The embodiments of the
present application are mainly applied to a cell reselection
process.

23 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets

When signal strength of a current cell is lower than a 101
preset value for longer than a first time period, a modem
acquires, within a second time period, signal strength of
the current cell and signal strength of a neighboring cell.

|

The modem determines signal stability of the current cell

according to the signal strength of the current cell 102

measured in the second time petiod, and determines the

signal stability of the neighboring cell according to the

signal strength of the neighboring cell measured in the
second time period.

l 103

104 i 105

If the signal stability
of the neighboring cell
is not better than the
signal stability of the
current cell, the
modem camps on the
current cell as a
serving cell.

When there is only one
neighboring cell, and the
signal stability value of the
neighboring cell is less than
the signal stability of the
current cell, the modem
performs a reselection of the
serving cell from the current
cell to the neighboring cell

When there are at least two
neighboring cells, and the
minimum signal stability value
among signal stability values of
the neighboring cells is less than
the signal stability value of the
current cell, the modem perform a
reselection of the serving cell
from the current cell to the
neighboring cell having the
minimum signal stability value.
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When signal strength of a current cell is lower than a preset 101
value for longer than a first time period, a modem acquires,
within a second time period, signal strength of the current
cell and signal strength of a neighboring cell

The modem determines signal stability of the current cell
according to the signal strength of the current cell measured 102
in the second time period, and determines the signal
stability of the neighboring cell according to the signal
strength of the neighboring cell measured in the second
time period.

If the signal stability of the neighboring cell is not better 103
than the signal stability of the current cell, the modem
camps on the current cell as a serving cell.

FIG. 1
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When signal strength of a current ccll is lower than a

preset value for longer than a first time period, a modem |~

acquires, within a second time period, signal strength of
the current cell and signal strength of a neighboring cell.

The modem determines signal stability of the current cell
according to the signal strength of the current cell

measured in the second time period, and determines the |~
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~ 101

- 102

signal stability of the ncighboring ccll according to the
signal strength of the neighboring cell measured in the

second time period.

l 103

104

l 105

If the signal stability
of the neighboring cell
is not better than the
signal stability of the
current cell, the
modem camps on the
current cell as a
serving cell.

When there is only onc
neighboring cell, and the
signal stability value of the
neighboring cell is less than
the signal stability of the
current cell, the modem
performs a reselection of the
serving cell from the current
cell to the neighboring cell

FIG. 2

When there are at least two
ncighboring cclls, and the
minimum signal stability value
among signal stability values of
the neighboring cells is less than
the signal stability value of the
current cell, the modem perform a
reselection of the serving cell
from the current cell to the
neighboring cell having the
minimum signal stability value.
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Successively acquire signal strengths of the current cellata | - 201
predetermined number of time points.

Calculate a signal stability value of the current cell according to| -~ 202
> : .
the obtained signal strength values.

When the signal stability value of the current cell is greater 203
than the preset threshold, acquire signal strengths of the current -~
cell and a neighboring cell within a fourth time period.

When the signal stability value of the current cell, as calculated

in stcp 202, is not greatcr than the presct threshold, continuc to |- 204

acquire, at a next time point, a signal strength of the current
cell.

Recalculate the signal stability value of the current cell
according to signal strength values measured at the 205

L predetermined number of time points, except the signal i

strength value obtained at the first time point and plus the
signal strength value obtained at the next time point.

FIG. 3
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Signal strength measuring 1
unit
Signal stability determining 12
unit
) ) 13
Reselection control unit
FIG. 4
) ) 21
First unit
) 22
Second unit
) ) 23
Third unit
_ 24
Fourth unit
) ) 25
Fifth unit

FIG. 5
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
CONTROLLING CELL RESELECTION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/CN2012/088029, filed on Dec. 31, 2012,
which claims priority to Chinese Patent Application No.
201210045588.3, filed on Feb. 24, 2012, both of which are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present application relates to the field of telecommu-
nication terminal technologies, and in particular, to a method
and an apparatus for controlling cell reselection.

BACKGROUND

A modem (modulator-demodulator) or a device having a
modem (collectively referred to as a “modem” hereinafter) is
a part of a mobile communication device. Examples of the
mobile communication device include mobile phones, data
cards, and tablet computers.

A mobile communication device is capable of being served
by a cell of a cellular communication network. When a cell is
currently serving a mobile communication device, the cell is
called a current serving cell of the mobile communication
device. In an area where signals of the current serving cell
(referred to as a “current cell” hereinafter) are weak and
unstable (such area is called a “weak field” hereinafter),
parameters such as signal strength and signal quality of the
current cell may have little difference from those of neigh-
boring, non-serving cells. When the modem is standby in the
weak field, signal quality factor of the current cell is poor
because signals are brief and unstable. When the signal qual-
ity factor of a neighboring cell, obtained by using an R algo-
rithm, is better than the signal quality factor of the current
cell, the modem performs a cell reselection operation to
change the serving cell from the current cell to the neighbor-
ing cell. However, the signal quality factor of the neighboring
call might also be poor. Due to the instability of signals in the
weak field, the modem needs to perform cell reselection
repeatedly, so as to ensure that the serving cell is a cell with an
optimal signal quality factor. However, such repeated cell
reselection increases standby power consumption, and
reduces standby time of the modem.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present application provide a method
and an apparatus for controlling cell reselection, so as to avoid
meaningless cell reselections in a weak field situation, and
reduce power consumption of a communication device.

In order to achieve the foregoing objectives, the present
application adopts the following technical solutions.

A method for controlling cell reselection in a cellular com-
munication network is provided. The method includes:

monitoring, by a communication device, signal strength of
a current serving cell;

when the signal strength ofthe current serving cell has been
lower than a threshold value for longer than a first time period,
acquiring, by the communication device, signal strengths of
the current serving cell and at least one neighboring cell in a
second time period;
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determining, by the communication device, signal stability
of the current serving cell according to the signal strength of
the current serving cell, and signal stability of the neighboring
cell according to the signal strength of the neighboring cell;
and

if the signal stability of the neighboring cell is better than
the signal stability of the current serving cell, reselecting, by
the communication device, the neighboring cell as a serving
cell.

An apparatus for controlling cell reselection in a cellular
communication network is provided, the apparatus includes:

a signal strength measuring unit, configured to monitor
signal strength of a current serving cell, and, when signal
strength of the current serving cell is lower than a threshold
value for longer than a first time period, acquire signal
strengths of the current serving cell and at least one neigh-
boring cell in a second time period;

a signal stability determining unit, configured to determine
signal stability of the current serving cell according to the
signal strength of the current serving cell, and determine
signal stability of the neighboring cell according to the signal
strength of the neighboring cell; and

a cell reselection control unit, configured to reselect the
neighboring cell as a serving cell when the signal stability of
the neighboring cell is better than the signal stability of the
current serving cell.

A terminal device capable of communicating with a cellu-
lar communication network is provided, the terminal includes
an apparatus for selecting a serving cell, wherein the appara-
tus includes:

a signal monitor, configured to monitor signal strength of a
current serving cell, and, when the signal strength of the
current serving cell is lower than a threshold value for longer
than a first time period, acquire signal strengths of the current
serving cell and at least one neighboring cell in a second time
period; and

a signal processor, configured to determine signal stability
of the current serving cell and signal stability of the neigh-
boring cell according, respectively, to the signal strength of
the current serving cell and the signal strength of the neigh-
boring cell, and reselect the neighboring cell as a serving cell
when the signal stability of the neighboring cell is better than
the signal stability of the current serving cell.

Through the embodiments of the present application, the
aforementioned unnecessary cell reselection problem in the
prior art can be avoided. The communication device can camp
on a stable serving cell, and eliminate meaningless cell rese-
lection, standby power consumption of the communication
device can be reduced, and standby time of the communica-
tion device can be prolonged.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a flow chart of a method for controlling cell
reselection according to Embodiment 1 of the present appli-
cation;

FIG. 2 is another flow chart of the method for controlling
cell reselection according to Embodiment 1 of the present
application;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart of a method for controlling cell
reselection according to Embodiment 2 of the present appli-
cation;

FIG. 4 is a simplified block diagram of an apparatus for
controlling cell reselection according to Embodiment 3 of the
present application; and



US 9,253,690 B2

3

FIG. 5 is a simplified block diagram of an apparatus for
controlling cell reselection according to Embodiment 4 of the
present application.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

A method and an apparatus for controlling cell reselection
in the embodiments of the present application are described in
detail below with reference to the accompanying drawings.

Embodiment 1

A method for controlling cell reselection provided in this
embodiment of the application is shown in FIG. 1, and
includes the following:

101: When signal strength of a current cell is lower than a
preset value for longer than a first time period, a modem
acquires, within a second time period, signal strength of the
current cell and signal strength of a neighboring cell. The first
time period may be a short time period after the signal
strength of the current cell being lower than the preset value.
This may correspond to a scenario in which the signal
strength of the current cell has just changed from a stronger
signal to a weak signal that is below the preset value.

102: The modem determines signal stability of the current
cell according to the signal strength of the current cell mea-
sured in the second time period, and determines the signal
stability of the neighboring cell according to the signal
strength of the neighboring cell measured in the second time
period.

103: If the signal stability of the neighboring cell is not
better than the signal stability of the current cell, the modem
camps on the current cell as a serving cell.

The second time period is a time period after the end of the
first time period, and is independent from the first time period.

The signal strength may be represented by a signal power.

In a specific example, the preset value for the signal
strength may be =95 dbm. Ifthe modem detects that the signal
strength of the current cell is lower than -95 dbm, and the
duration of the low signal strength exceeds a preset time
period, the modem starts to perform a network search, so as to
acquire the signal strengths of the current cell and the neigh-
boring cell. Signal stabilities of the current cell and one or
more neighboring cells are calculated, and a most stable cell
is selected for the modem to camp on.

The signal stability can be represented by a signal stability
value. The signal stability value of the current cell is deter-
mined according to the following equation:

N (69)
D 1 = Qangl
n=1

Q= =

where (', .. s the signal stability value of the current cell, q,,
is a signal strength of the current cell that is acquired at the n
time point within the second time period, Q,,,, is an average of
signal strengths of the current cell that are acquired at N time
points within the second time period, N is the number of times
when the signal strength of the current cell is acquired within
the second time period, and N is greater than or equal to 2
(This requirement applies to the following embodiments as
well).

The signal stability value of the neighboring cell is deter-
mined according to the following equation:
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N 2
D = 0l
_ n=1

0 ="

where Q, is the signal stability value of the neighboring cell,
w,, is a signal strength of the neighboring cell that is acquired
at the n” time point within the second time period, Q, is an
average of signal strengths of the neighboring cell that are
acquired at N time points within the second time period, and
N is the number of times when the signal strength of the
neighboring cell is acquired within the second time period.

Because the above signal stability value of the current cell
and the signal stability value of the neighboring cell are
obtained according to a variance formula, the smaller the
variance value, the better the signal stability. Therefore, when
the signal stability value of the neighboring cell is not less
than the signal stability value of the current cell (i.e. the signal
stability of the neighboring cell is not better than the signal
stability of the current cell), the current cell is maintained as
the serving cell. Furthermore,

when there is only one neighboring cell, and when the
signal stability value of the neighboring cell is not less than
the signal stability value of the current cell, the current cell is
kept as the serving cell; or

when there are at least two neighboring cells, and when the
minimum signal stability value (i.e. the most stable neighbor-
ing cell) among signal stability values of the neighboring cells
is not less than the signal stability value of the current cell, the
current cell is kept as the serving cell.

As shown in FIG. 2, when the signal stability of a neigh-
boring cell is better than the signal stability of the current cell,
the neighboring cell is selected as the serving cell. Specifi-
cally, the following two situations are considered.

104: When there is only one neighboring cell, and the
signal stability value of the neighboring cell is less than the
signal stability of the current cell, the modem performs a
reselection of the serving cell from the current cell to the
neighboring cell; or

105: When there are at least two neighboring cells, and the
minimum signal stability value among signal stability values
of the neighboring cells is less than the signal stability value
of the current cell, the modem perform a reselection of the
serving cell from the current cell to the neighboring cell
having the minimum signal stability value.

In the prior art, neighboring cells in a network searching
result are sorted using an R algorithm. Signal quality factor
R,, of the highest ranking neighboring cell is compared with
signal quality factor R of the current cell. When R <R, and
the duration thereof exceeds a preset value, a cell reselection
process is started, and the modem reselects the highest rank-
ing neighboring cell from the current cell.

The signal quality factor R, of the n™ neighboring cell is
calculated by

3

where Q,,,,(n) is a measured signal quality value of the n”
neighboring cell, representing the signal strength of the n”
neighboring cell; q, 4, (s, n) is a signal quality offset value of
the n” neighboring cell, and this parameter is acquired from a
base station. In a weak field, the signal strength is low, and
signal quality is poor and unstable, affecting the signal quality
factor R,,. This results in repeated cell reselection. In the
present application, the cell reselection is based on the signal
stability of the current cell and the signal stability of the
neighboring cell. A cell with optimum signal stability is

R =0 as W)=, 1)
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selected for camping. Even if the signal strength and the
signal quality of the current cell are not the best, as long as the
signal stability of the current cell is the optimal, the cell
reselection is not performed, and the current cell is camped
on, thereby avoiding performing meaningless cell reselection
in the weak field situation, reducing the standby power con-
sumption of the modem, and prolonging the standby time.

Both in the case that the reselection of the serving cell is
performed from the current cell to the neighboring cell, and in
the case that the serving cell is made to camp on the current
cell, the serving cell needs to be monitored in real time, so as
to ensure that the signal stability of the serving cell is the best
among neighboring cells, and even if the signal strength and
the signal quality of the serving cell are not the best, cell
reselection is still not performed if the signal stability is high
compared to that of the neighboring cells, thereby reducing
the standby power consumption of the modem.

Embodiment 2

In order for the modem to determine when to perform a cell
reselection, signal strength ofthe current serving cell is moni-
tored in real time. Steps of monitoring the serving cell in real
time and consequent cell reselection are described in FIG. 3.
The steps are performed under the following conditions: (1)
after the current cell is kept as the serving cell, the neighbor-
ing cell is reselected as the serving cell, or a neighboring cell
having the optimal signal stability is reselected as the serving
cell; and (2) a time period during which the signal strength of
the current cell is continuously lower than a preset value is
longer than a time period, which is called a third time period.
The duration of the third time period is relatively long, and it
corresponds to a scenario in which the current cell is stably in
a weak signal strength.

201: Successively acquire signal strengths of the current
cell at a predetermined number of time points.

Intervals between adjacent time points may be the same.

For example, the modem measures a first signal strength of
the current cell at the first time point, and then after an interval
of 640 ms, the modem measures a second signal strength of
the current cell at the second time point, and so on. Altogether,
100 signal strength values of the current cell are acquired.

202: Calculate a signal stability value of the current cell
according to the obtained signal strength values.

For example, when 100 signal strength values of the cur-
rent cell are acquired, the signal stability value of the current
cell is calculated according to the following equation:

100 “
D U = Haxgl
k=1
Hvar = T
where H , is the signal stability value of the current cell, h, is

a signal strength value of the current cell that is acquired at the
k” time point, and H,,, is an average of the signal strength
values of the current cell that are acquired at the 100 time
points. If the signal stability value of the current cell is not
greater than a preset threshold, meaning that the current cell is
stable, the modem keeps monitoring the signal strength of the
current cell in the manner of steps 201 and 202, without
performing cell reselection. This is further described in steps
204 and 205 below.

203: When the signal stability value of the current cell is
greater than the preset threshold, acquire signal strengths of
the current cell and a neighboring cell within a fourth time
period.
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The fourth time period is a time period after the signal
strength of the current cell has been measured at the prede-
termined number of time points, and the measurement per-
formed in the fourth time period is independent of the mea-
surements performed previously.

The signal stability value of the current cell is determined
according to the signal strength values of the current cell, and
the signal stability value of the neighboring cell is determined
according to the signal strength values of the neighboring
cell.

Specifically, the signal stability value of the current cell is
calculated according to the following equation:

M ®)
D m = Yol
_ m=l

Y=
M

whereY is the signal stability value of the current cell, y,, is a
signal strength value of the current cell that is acquired at the
m? time point within the fourth time period, Y , is an average
of'signal strength values of the current cell that are acquired at
M time points within the fourth time period, and M is the
number of times when the signal strength values of the current
cell is acquired within the fourth time period.

The signal stability value of the neighboring cell is calcu-
lated according to the following equation:

©

M
> lgm = Gal
_m=l

M

G

where G is the signal stability value of the neighboring cell,
g., 1s a signal strength value of the neighboring cell that is
acquired at the m™ time point within the fourth time period,
G, is an average of signal strength values of the neighboring
cell that are acquired at M time points within the fourth time
period, and M is the number of times when the signal strength
of the neighboring cell is acquired within the fourth time
period.

The determined signal stability value of the current cell is
compared with the determined signal stability value of the
neighboring cell.

When there is only one neighboring cell, the current cell is
camped on when the signal stability value of the neighboring
cellis not less than the signal stability value of the current cell,
or the serving cell is reselected to be the neighboring cell
when the signal stability value of the neighboring cell is less
than the signal stability value of the current cell.

When there are two or more neighboring cells, the current
cell is camped on when minimum signal stability value
among signal stability values of the neighboring cells is not
less than the signal stability value of the current cell, or the
serving cell is reselected to be a neighboring cell correspond-
ing to a minimum signal stability value when the minimum
signal stability value among signal stability values of the
neighboring cells is less than the signal stability value of the
current cell.

Both in the case of camping on the current cell, and in the
case of reselecting the neighboring cell as the serving cell, the
current serving cell needs to be monitored in real time, so as
to ensure that the signal stability of the current serving cell is
always the best.
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204: When the signal stability value of the current cell, as
calculated in step 202, is not greater than the preset threshold,
continue to acquire, at a next time point, a signal strength of
the current cell.

205: Recalculate the signal stability value of the current
cell according to signal strength values measured at the pre-
determined number of time points as in step 201, except the
signal strength value obtained at the first time point and plus
the signal strength value obtained at the next time point as in
step 204.

When the signal stability value is not greater than the preset
threshold, indicating that the current cell is still in stability
condition within the preset threshold, the modem continues to
monitor the current cell by acquiring the signal strength of the
current cell. For example, a 1017 signal strength of the cur-
rent cell at the 101” time point is acquired, and the signal
stability value of the current cell is calculated according to the
following equation:

101 M
7 U = Hyl
, k=2
Hvar - 100
where H', . is the signal stability value of the current cell, h,

is a signal strength value of the current cell acquired at the k”
time point, thek™ time point is any time point from the second
time point to a 1017 time point, and H',,. is an average of
signal strength values of the current cell that are acquired at
100 time points.

The signal stability value of the current cell H', ,, obtained
through the recalculation is compared with the preset thresh-
o0ld, so as to determine whether to acquire the signal strengths
of the current cell and the neighboring cell (step 203) or
continue to monitor the signal strength ofthe current cell (step
204).

It is well known by persons skilled in the cellular commu-
nication art that a cell is normally surrounded by one or more
neighboring cells, and a modem is capable of acquiring sig-
nals from the neighboring cells, in addition to that of the
current serving cell. Specifically, when the signal stability
value of the neighboring cell is not less than the signal stabil-
ity value of the current cell, the modem’s maintaining the
current cell as the serving cell includes the following:

if there is only one neighboring cell of which the signal
strength is acquired, and when the signal stability value of the
neighboring cell is not less than the signal stability value of
the current cell, maintaining the current cell as the serving
cell; or

if there are more than one neighboring cells of which the
signal strengths are acquired, and a minimum signal stability
value among signal stability values of the neighboring cells is
not less than the signal stability value of the current cell,
maintaining the current cell as the serving cell.

On the other hand, the modem’s reselecting of the neigh-
boring cell as the serving cell includes the following:

if there is only one neighboring cell of which the signal
strength is acquired, and when the signal stability value of the
neighboring cell is less than the signal stability value of the
current cell, reselecting the neighboring cell as the serving
cell; or

if there are more than one neighboring cells of which the
signal strengths are acquired, and when the minimum signal
stability value among signal stability values of the neighbor-
ing cells is less than the signal stability value of the current

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

cell, reselecting the neighboring cell corresponding to the
minimum signal stability value as the serving cell.

In the prior art, a modem obtains, through calculation, a
signal quality factor and a signal power factor of the serving
cell by using an S algorithm. When a value of any one of the
two factors reaches a co-frequency measurement threshold,
an inter-frequency measurement threshold, or an inter-system
measurement threshold, the modem starts a network search-
ing measurement in a corresponding scope. In the weak field,
the signal strength is weak, and the signal quality is poor and
unstable, which affects the signal quality factor and the signal
power factor of the serving cell, so that the modem starts
network searching. In the present application, only the signal
stability of the serving cell is monitored, and no matter
whether the signal quality factor and the signal power factor
of the serving cell reach the measurement threshold, as long
as the signal stability value of the serving cell is not greater
than the preset threshold, the serving cell continues to be
camped on, the serving cell continues to be monitored, and
network searching is not started, thereby avoiding performing
meaningless network searching in the weak field situation,
reducing the standby power consumption of the modem, and
prolonging the standby time.

A stability state of the serving cell may be obtained in time
through the foregoing method, so as to ensure that the stabil-
ity of the serving cell where the modem is located is the
optimal in the weak field.

Embodiment 3

Corresponding to the above embodiments of the present
application, an apparatus for controlling cell reselection is
shown, in terms of functional units, in FIG. 4, and it includes
a signal strength measuring unit 11, a signal stability deter-
mining unit 12, and a cell reselection control unit 13.

The signal strength measuring unit 11 is configured to
measure signal strength of the current cell, and when the
signal strength of the current cell is lower than a set value for
longer than a first time period, acquire signal strengths of the
current cell and a neighboring cell within a second time
period.

The signal stability determining unit 12 is configured to
determine signal stability of the current cell according to the
signal strength of the current cell, and determine signal sta-
bility of the neighboring cell according to the signal strength
of the neighboring cell.

The cell reselection control unit 13 is configured to select
the neighboring cell as the serving cell if the signal stability of
the neighboring cell is better than the signal stability of the
current cell.

The first time period may be a short time period after the
time of the signal strength of the current cell being lower than
the set value, so that the embodiment corresponds to a sce-
nario in which the current cell is switched from a strong signal
strength to a weak signal strength which is lower than the set
value.

Inthe apparatus for controlling cell reselection provided in
this embodiment of the present application, when the signal
strength ofthe current cell is lower than the set value for a time
period that exceeds the set time period, the signal strength
measuring unit 11 acquires the signal strength values of the
current cell and the neighboring cell within the second set
time period, the signal stability determining unit 12 obtains a
signal stability value of the current cell and a signal stability
value of the neighboring cell, and the cell reselection control
unit 13 maintains the current cell as the serving cell when the
signal stability value of the neighboring cell is not less than
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the signal stability value of the current cell. By implementing
the solutions presented in this embodiment of the present
application, a problem in the prior art that, in a weak field
situation, due to the signal instability in the weak field, the
modem needs to continuously perform cell reselection, which
increases the standby power consumption and shortens the
standby time of the modem, may be overcome, thereby imple-
menting that the modem camps on a most stable serving cell
in the weak field situation, avoiding performing meaningless
cell reselection, reducing the standby power consumption of
the modem, and prolonging the standby time.

In determining the signal stability value of'the current cell,
the signal stability determining unit 12 is configured to:

determine the signal stability value of the current cell
according to the following equation:

N 8
" 1 = Qo
o = =1
var =~
where (', .. is the signal stability value of the current cell,

q,, is a signal strength value of the current cell that is acquired
at the n™ time point within the second time period, Qg isan
average of signal strength values of the current cell that are
acquired at N time points within the second time period, and
N is the number of times when the signal strength of the
current cell is acquired within the second time period.

In determining the signal stability value of the neighboring
cell, the signal stability determining unit 12 is configured to:

determine the signal stability value of the neighboring cell
according to the following equation:

N (©)]
> -l
_ n=l

0=

where Q, is the signal stability value of the neighboring
cell, w, is a signal strength value of the neighboring cell that
is acquired at the n™ time point within the second time period,
Q, is an average of signal strength values of the neighboring
cell that are acquired at N time points within the second time
period, and N is the number of times when the signal strength
of the neighboring cell is acquired within the second time
period.

It is well known by persons skilled in the cellular commu-
nication art that a cell is normally surrounded by one or more
neighboring cells, and the signal strength measuring unit 11 is
capable of acquiring signal strengths of the neighboring cells,
in addition to that of the current cell. If there is only one
neighboring cell of which the signal strength is acquired, and
when the signal stability value of the neighboring cell is not
less than the signal stability value of the current cell, the cell
reselection control unit 13 is configured to maintain the cur-
rent cell as the serving cell; if there are more than one neigh-
boring cells of which the signal strengths are acquired, and
when a minimum signal stability value among signal stability
values of the neighboring cells is not less than the signal
stability value of the current cell, the cell reselection control
unit 13 is configured to maintain the current cell as the serving
cell.

Also, if there is only one neighboring cell of which the
signal strength is acquired, and when the signal stability value
of'the neighboring cell is less than the signal stability value of
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the current cell, the cell reselection control unit 13 is config-
ured to reselect the neighboring cell as the serving cell; if
there are more than one neighboring cells of which the signal
strengths are acquired, and when the minimum signal stabil-
ity value among signal stability values of the neighboring
cells is less than the signal stability value of the current cell,
the cell resection unit 13 is configured to reselect the neigh-
boring cell corresponding to the minimum signal stability
value as the serving cell.

The following units are applied in one of the following
scenarios: (1) after the serving cell is made to camp on the
current cell, or (2) reselection of the serving cell is performed
from the current cell to the neighboring cell, or (3) reselection
of the serving cell is performed from the current cell to a
neighboring cell corresponding to the minimum signal stabil-
ity value. The time period starting from when the signal
strength of the current cell is lower than the set value exceeds
a third time period. The third time period is a time period
during which the signal strength of the current cell continu-
ously being lower than the set value, and the time period is
usually relatively long and corresponds to a scenario in which
the current cell is stably in a weak signal strength.

The signal strength measuring unit is further configured to
successively acquire signal strengths of the current cell at a
predetermined number of time points.

The signal stability determining unit is further configured
to calculate a signal stability value of the current cell accord-
ing to the obtained predetermined number of signal strengths.

The signal strength measuring unit is further configured to,
when the signal stability value of the current cell is greater
than a preset threshold, acquire signal strengths of the current
cell and the neighboring cell within a fourth set time.

The signal strength measuring unit is further configured to,
when the signal stability value of the current cell is not greater
than the preset threshold, acquire, at a next time point, a signal
strength of the current cell.

The signal stability determining unit is further configured
to recalculate the signal stability value of the current cell
according to all signal strength values other than a signal
strength value obtained at a first time point among the prede-
termined number of signal strengths, and according to the
signal strength value obtained at the next time point.

The signal stability determining unit is further configured
to determine the signal stability value of the current cell
according to the signal strength of the current cell, and deter-
mine the signal stability value of the neighboring cell accord-
ing to the signal strength of the neighboring cell.

The reselection control unit is further configured to, when
there is only one neighboring cell, camp on the current cell
when the signal stability value of the neighboring cell is not
less than the signal stability value of the current cell, or
reselect the serving cell to be the neighboring cell when the
signal stability value of the neighboring cell is less than the
signal stability value of the current cell; or when there are at
least two neighboring cells, camp on the current cell when a
minimum signal stability value among signal stability values
of the neighboring cells is not less than the signal stability
value of the current cell, or reselect the serving cell to be a
neighboring cell corresponding to the minimum signal stabil-
ity value when the minimum signal stability value among
signal stability values of the neighboring cells is less than the
signal stability value of the current cell.

Embodiment 4

An apparatus for controlling cell reselection provided in an
embodiment of the present application is shown in FIG. 5, and
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includes a first unit 21, a second unit 22, a third unit 23, a
fourth unit 24, and a fifth unit 25, where

the first unit 21 is configured to, when a time period during
which a signal strength of a current cell is lower than a set
value exceeds a third time period, successively acquire signal
strength values of the current cell at a predetermined time
points;

the second unit 22 is configured to calculate a signal sta-
bility value of the current cell according to the obtained
predetermined number of signal strength values;

the third unit 23 is configured to, when the signal stability
value is greater than a preset threshold, acquire signal
strength values of the current cell and the neighboring cell
within a fourth time period;

the fourth unit 24 is configured to determine signal stability
value of the current cell according to the signal strength
values of the current cell, and determine signal stability value
of'the neighboring cell according to the signal strength values
of the neighboring cell; and

the fifth unit 25 is configured to maintain the current cell as
the serving cell when the signal stability value of the neigh-
boring cell is not less than the signal stability value of the
current cell.

In addition, the apparatus of the embodiment further
includes:

asixth unit, configured to, when the signal stability value is
not greater than the preset threshold, acquire, at a next time
point, a signal strength of the current cell; and

a seventh unit, configured to perform a step of calculating
the signal stability value of the current cell according to all
signal strengths other than a signal strength value obtained at
a first time point among the predetermined number of signal
strength values, and according to the signal strength value
obtained at the next time point.

Specifically, the fifth unit 25 includes:

an eighth unit, configured to camp on the current cell when
the number of neighboring cells is one, and when the signal
stability value of the neighboring cell is not less than the
signal stability value of the current cell; and

a ninth unit, configured to camp on the current cell when
the number of neighboring cells is at least two, and when a
minimum signal stability value among signal stability values
of the neighboring cells is not less than the signal stability
value of the current cell.

The apparatus of the embodiment further includes:

atenth unit, configured to reselect the serving cell to be the
neighboring cell when the number of neighboring cells is one,
and when the signal stability value of the neighboring cell is
less than the signal stability value of the current cell; and

an eleventh unit, configured to reselect the serving cell to
be a neighboring cell corresponding to a minimum signal
stability value when the number of neighboring cells is at
least two, and when the minimum signal stability value
among signal stability values of the neighboring cells is less
than the signal stability value of the current cell.

The apparatus may be a modem, or the apparatus may be a
communication device having a modem, such as a mobile
phone, a data card, or a tablet computer.

For an operation process of the apparatus, reference is
made to the implementation processes of the foregoing cell
reselection method. In the apparatus embodiments, the terms
same as those in the method embodiments have the same
meaning

Persons of ordinary skill in the art should understand that
all or a part of the steps of the method according to the
embodiments of the present application may be implemented
by a program instructing relevant hardware. The program
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may be stored in a computer readable storage medium. When
the program is run, the steps of the method according to the
embodiments of the present application are performed. The
storage medium may be any medium thatis capable of storing
program codes, such as a ROM, a RAM, a magnetic disk, or
an optical disk.

The foregoing descriptions are merely several embodi-
ments of the present application, but not intended to limit the
present application. Various variations and modifications that
can be easily thought of by persons skilled in the art within the
technical scope of the present application fall within the scope
of the present application. Therefore, the protection scope of
the present application is subject to the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling cell reselection in a cellular
communication network, comprising:

monitoring, by a communication device, signal strength of
a current serving cell;

when the signal strength of the current serving cell has been
lower than a threshold value for longer than a first time
period, successively acquiring, by the communication
device, signal strengths of the current serving cell and at
least one neighboring cell within a second time period
for a predetermined number of times;

determining, by the communication device, signal stability
of the current serving cell according to the signal
strength ofthe current serving cell, and signal stability of
the neighboring cell according to the signal strength of
the neighboring cell; and

when the signal stability of the neighboring cell is better
than the signal stability of the current serving cell, rese-
lecting, by the communication device, the neighboring
cell as a serving cell;

wherein the signal stability is represented by a signal sta-
bility value, the signal strength is represented by a signal
strength value, and the signal stability value is a variance
value of the signal strength value, and wherein the signal
stability of the current serving cell is represented by the
signal stability value of the current serving cell, and the
signal stability value of the current serving cell is calcu-
lated according to:

N
D 1 = Qangl
n=1

Q="

wherein Q' . is the signal stability value of the current serv-
ing cell, q,, is a signal strength value of the current serving cell
that is acquired at the n” time point within the second time
period, Q,,, is an average value of the signal strength values
of the current serving cell that are acquired at N time points
within the second time period, N is the number of times when
the signal strength of the current serving cell is acquired
within the second time period, and N is greater than or equal
to 2.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the signal
stability of the neighboring cell is represented by the signal
stability value of the neighboring cell, and the signal stability
value of the neighboring cell is calculated according to:
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n=1
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wherein Q, is the signal stability value of the neighboring
cell, w,, is a signal strength value of the neighboring cell
that is acquired at the n” time point within the second
time period, Q,, is an average value of the signal strength
values of the neighboring cell that are acquired at N time
points within the second time period, and N is the num-
ber of times when the signal strength of the neighboring
cell is acquired within the second time period, and N is
greater than or equal to 2.
3. The method according to claim 1, wherein if the signal
stability of the neighboring cell is not better than the signal
stability ofthe current serving cell, the communication device
remains to be served by the current serving cell.
4. The method according to claim 3, wherein after the
communication device reselects the neighboring cell as the
serving cell or after the communication device remains to be
served by the current serving cell, the method further com-
prises:
successively acquiring, by the communication device, sig-
nal strengths of the current serving cell for a predeter-
mined number of times in a third time period;

calculating signal stability of the current serving cell
according to the signal strengths obtained in the third
time period;

if the signal stability of the current serving cell is not better

than a preset threshold, acquiring signal strengths of the
current serving cell and the neighboring cell within a
fourth time period; or

if the signal stability of the current serving cell is better

than the preset threshold, acquiring, at a next time point,
a signal strength of the current serving cell and calculat-
ing the signal stability of the current serving cell accord-
ing to signal strengths obtained at the predetermined
number of times and the next time point, except the
signal strength obtained at the first time point.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein after acquir-
ing the signal strengths of the current serving cell and the
neighboring cell within the fourth time period when the signal
stability of the current serving cell is not better than the preset
threshold, the method further comprises:

determining signal stability of the current serving cell

according to the signal strength of the current serving
cell, and determining signal stability of the neighboring
cell according to the signal strength of the neighboring
cell; and

staying on the current serving cell when the signal stability

of the neighboring cell is not better than the signal sta-
bility of the current serving cell, or reselecting the serv-
ing cell to be the neighboring cell when the signal sta-
bility of the neighboring cell is better than the signal
stability of the current serving cell.

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein there are two
or more neighboring cells of which the signal strengths are
acquired and the signal stabilities are determined by the com-
munication device, wherein after acquiring the signal
strengths of the current serving cell and the two or more
neighboring cells within the fourth time period when the
signal stability of the current serving cell is not better than the
preset threshold, the method further comprises:

determining signal stability of the current serving cell

according to the signal strength of the current serving
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cell, and determining signal stabilities of the neighbor-
ing cells according to signal strengths of the neighboring
cells; and

staying on the current serving cell when the best signal
stability among signal stabilities of the neighboring cells
is not better than the signal stability of the current serv-
ing cell; or reselecting the serving cell to be a neighbor-
ing cell corresponding to the best stability when at least
one signal stability among signal stabilities of the neigh-
boring cells is better than the signal stability of the
serving cell.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein there are two
or more neighboring cells of which the signal strengths are
acquired and the signal stabilities are determined by the com-
munication device, if the signal stability of at least one neigh-
boring cell is better than the signal stability of the current
serving cell, the communication device reselects the neigh-
boring cell having the best signal stability as the serving cell.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein there are two
or more neighboring cells of which the signal strengths are
acquired and the signal stabilities are determined by the com-
munication device, if the best signal stability of at least one
neighboring cell is not better than the signal stability of the
current serving cell, the communication device remains to be
served by the current serving cell.

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein monitoring,
by the communication device, the signal strength of the cur-
rent serving cell comprises:

measuring, by the communication device, the signal
strength of the current serving cell repeatedly at a pre-
determined time interval.

10. An apparatus for controlling cell reselection in a cellu-
lar communication network, comprising processing circuit-
ries configured to execute program instructions stored in a
non-transitory medium, wherein the instructions comprise:

a signal strength measuring unit, for monitoring signal
strength of a current serving cell, and, when signal
strength of the current serving cell is lower than a thresh-
old value for longer than a first time period, successively
acquiring signal strengths of the current serving cell and
at least one neighboring cell within a second time period
for a predetermined number of times;

a signal stability determining unit, for determining signal
stability of the current serving cell according to the
signal strength of the current serving cell, and determine
signal stability of the neighboring cell according to the
signal strength of the neighboring cell; and

a cell reselection control unit, for reselecting the neighbor-
ing cell as a serving cell when the signal stability of the
neighboring cell is better than the signal stability of the
current serving cell;

wherein the signal stability is represented by a signal sta-
bility value, the signal strength is represented by a signal
strength value, and the signal stability value is a variance
value of the signal strength value, and wherein the signal
stability of the current serving cell is represented by the
signal stability value of the current serving cell, and the
signal stability value of the current serving cell is calcu-
lated according to:

N
D 1 = Qangl
n=1

Q="
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wherein Q' . is the signal stability value of the current serv-
ing cell, q,, is a signal strength value of the current serving cell
that is acquired at the n” time point within the second time
period, Q,,, is an average value of the signal strength values
of the current serving cell that are acquired at N time points
within the second time period, and N is the number of times
when the signal strength of the current serving cell is acquired
within the second time period.

11. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the signal
stability of the neighboring cell is represented by the signal
stability value of the neighboring cell, and the signal stability

value of the neighboring cell is calculated according to:

N
> -l
_ n=l

0=

wherein Q, is the signal stability value of the neighboring cell,
w,, is a signal strength value of the neighboring cell that is
acquired at the n” time point within the second time period,
Q, is an average value of signal strengths values of the neigh-
boring cell that are acquired at N time points within the
second time period, and N is the number of times when the
signal strength of the neighboring cell is acquired within the
second time period, and N is greater than or equal to 2.

12. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein if the
signal stability of the neighboring cell is not better than the
signal stability of the current serving cell, the apparatus
remains to be served by the current serving cell.

13. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein there are
two or more neighboring cells of which the signal strengths
are acquired and the signal stabilities are determined by the
signal stability determining unit, if the signal stability of at
least one neighboring cell is better than the signal stability of
the current serving cell, the neighboring cell having the best
signal stability is reselected as the serving cell.

14. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein there are
two or more neighboring cells of which the signal strengths
are acquired and the signal stabilities are determined, if the
best signal stability of at least one neighboring cell is not
better than the signal stability of the current serving cell, the
apparatus remains to be served by the current serving cell.

15. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the appa-
ratus is a modem.

16. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the appa-
ratus is a terminal device having a modem.

17. An apparatus for controlling cell reselection in a cellu-
lar communication network, comprising processing circuit-
ries configured to execute program instructions stored in a
non-transitory medium, wherein the instructions comprise:

instructions for monitoring signal strength of a current

serving cell, and, when signal strength of the current
serving cell is lower than a threshold value for longer
than a first time period, acquiring signal strengths of the
current serving cell and at least one neighboring cell in a
second time period;

instructions for determining signal stability of the current

serving cell according to the signal strength of the cur-
rent serving cell, and determining signal stability of the
neighboring cell according to the signal strength of the
neighboring cell;

instructions for reselecting the neighboring cell as a serv-

ing cell when the signal stability of the neighboring cell
is better than the signal stability of the current serving
cell;
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wherein after reselecting the serving cell or after the appara-
tus remains to be served by the current serving cell, the
processing circuitries are further configured to execute
instructions for:
successively acquiring signal strengths of the current serv-
ing cell at a predetermined number of times;

calculating signal stability of the current serving cell
according to the signal strengths obtained at a predeter-
mined number of times;

when the signal stability is greater than a preset threshold,

acquiring signal strengths of the current serving cell and
the neighboring cell within a fourth time period;

when the signal stability is not greater than the preset

threshold, acquiring, at a next time point, signal strength
of the current serving cell; and
recalculating the signal stability of the current serving cell
according to signal strengths obtained at the predeter-
mined number of times and the next time point, except
the signal strength obtained at the first time point,

wherein the signal stability is represented by a signal sta-
bility value, the signal strength is represented by a signal
strength value, and the signal stability value is a variance
value of the signal strength value.

18. A terminal device capable of communicating with a
cellular communication network, comprising an apparatus
for selecting a serving cell, wherein the apparatus comprises:

a signal monitor, configured to monitor signal strength of a

current serving cell, and, when the signal strength of'the
current serving cell is lower than a threshold value for
longer than a first time period, successively acquire sig-
nal strengths of the current serving cell and at least one
neighboring cell within a second time period for a pre-
determined number of times; and

a signal processor, configured to determine signal stability

of the current serving cell and signal stability of the
neighboring cell according, respectively, to the signal
strength of the current serving cell and the signal
strength of the neighboring cell, and reselect the neigh-
boring cell as a serving cell when the signal stability of
the neighboring cell is better than the signal stability of
the current serving cell;

wherein the signal stability is represented by a signal sta-

bility value, the signal strength is represented by a signal
strength value, and the signal stability value is a variance
value of the signal strength value, and wherein the signal
stability of the current serving cell is represented by the
signal stability value of the current serving cell, and the
signal stability value of the current serving cell is calcu-
lated according to:

N
D" 1n = Qangl
n=1

Q=

wherein Q' is the signal stability value of the current
serving cell, q,, is a signal strength value of the current
serving cell that is acquired at the n” time point within
the second time period, Q,,, is an average value of the
signal strength values of the current serving cell that are
acquired at N time points within the second time period,
N is the number of times when the signal strength of the
current serving cell is acquired within the second time
period, and N is greater than or equal to 2.
19. The terminal device according to claim 18, wherein if
the signal stability of the neighboring cell is not better than the
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signal stability of the current serving cell, the terminal device
remains to be served by the current serving cell.

20. The terminal device according to claim 18, wherein
there are two or more neighboring cells of which the signal
strengths are acquired and the signal stabilities are deter-
mined by the terminal device, if the signal stability of at least
one neighboring cell is better than the signal stability of the
current serving cell, the terminal device reselects the neigh-
boring cell having the best signal stability as the serving cell.

21. The terminal device according to claim 18, wherein
there are two or more neighboring cells of which the signal
strengths are acquired and the signal stabilities are deter-
mined by the terminal device, if the best signal stability of at
least one neighboring cell is not better than the signal stability
of the current serving cell, the terminal device remains to be
served by the current serving cell.

22. The terminal device according to claim 18, wherein the
apparatus is a modem.

23. The terminal device according to claim 18, wherein the
signal stability of the neighboring cell is represented by the
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signal stability value of the neighboring cell, and the signal
stability value of the neighboring cell is calculated according
to:

N
> v = Qdl
_ n=l

0=

wherein Q, is the signal stability value of the neighboring cell,
w,, is a signal strength value of the neighboring cell that is
acquired at the n” time point within the second time period,
Q,, is an average value of signal strengths values of the neigh-
boring cell that are acquired at N time points within the
second time period, and N is the number of times when the
signal strength of the neighboring cell is acquired within the
second time period, and N is greater than or equal to 2.
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